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Eleni Katsantoni received her degree in Biology from the University of Athens, Greece,             
Master of Science in Medical Genetics from the University of Newcastle, UK and PhD in               
Molecular Biology and Biomedicine from the University of Crete, Greece. Her PhD research             
(Molecular Biology Laboratory, Medical School, University of Crete) focused on investigation           
of the molecular mechanisms of globin genes transcriptional regulation and hemoglobin           
switching, analysing the role of cis acting elements of the beta globin gene cluster. Her work                
identified an enhancer element, capable of altering the developmental pattern of expression            
of A-gamma globin gene, which was later successfully used in gene therapy vectors. She also               
analysed the role of silencer elements capable of altering the developmental pattern of             
expression of A-gamma globin gene. During her PhD she was awarded 2 short term EMBO               
fellowships to visit the Department of Cell biology and Genetics, Erasmus Medical Center,             
Rotterdam, Netherlands. For the period 1999-2005, Katsantoni worked in the Department of            
Cell biology and Genetics, Erasmus Medical Center, Rotterdam, Netherlands, initially as a            
visiting PhD student and then as a postdoctoral fellow, funded by a Marie Curie post-doctoral               
fellowship (EU) and by Erasmus MC. Her post-doctoral work focused on understanding the             
role of erythropoietic transcription factors via characterization of transcription factor          
complexes and target genes, implicated in erythroid differentiation. She developed inducible           
systems in transgenic mice to analyse transcription factors role and bioinformatics tools for             
analysis of target genes networks. In 2005 Katsantoni returned in Greece, supported by a              
Marie Curie European Reintegration Grant (EU) and since then is working in the Basic              
Research Center of BRFAA. Her research focuses on mechanisms of transcriptional           
regulation and the role of transcription factors in this process, stress related responses and              
erythropoiesis. Her projects are funded from EU (FP6, FP7), Research Promotion Foundation            
(Cyprus), General Secretariat for Research & Development and Ministry of Education           
(Greece). 
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